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In this issue:   

• Bushnell Results 

• Riverside Results 

• ANNUAL INDEX 

• Member Memory – Finding Van Tech 

• Karting Turns 60! 

• Airheart Brake Actuator (KW reprint) 

• 2016 VKA T-Shirt 

• McCulloch in the Movies (KW reprint) 

• … and more 

 www.VKAkarting.com 

MMXVI – No. 2       VKA Logo Courtesy of Tom Medley 

© 2016 Vintage Karting Association, Inc.  All rights reserved. No part may be reproduced, 

in any form,  without explicit,  written permission from the  Vintage Karting Association. 

 

Photo of Faye Pierson stolen from  

Randy Dacus forum post.  THANK YOU. 
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VIR = VA Intnl. Raceway  MIS = Michigan International Speedway 

SKC = Southern Kart Club    DKC = Dart Kart Club    MKC= MI Kart Club       

WKA = World Karting Assn.     WKC = Woodbridge Kart Club      

        

Please check the official schedule posted on the VKA web site for any last 

minute changes (www.VKAkarting.com).  
  

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 
 

2016 promises to be a year of change with new Guidelines, new venues, more 

East and West Coast Events and more full-color publications.  By now, 

everyone should be aware of the new Guidelines, especially with regard to 

manifolds, and clutch guards/3rd bearing supports for REARS with oil clutches.  

Bakersfield, CA, Bushnell, FL and Sandy Hook, MD were added.  The VKA 

FIRSTURN© will consist of eight publication … ALL except January will be full-

color booklets.  Needless-to-say, some of the months will be combined … 

starting with this issue (Feb/Mar).   
Rolf 

 

This is vintage karting! 

 

 JOIN THE FUN   

  

2016 EVENT SCHEDULE  

1/29 – 31 Bushnell, FL 

2/4 – 6  Riverside, CA 

3/11 – 13             Savannah/Roebling 

3/17 – 19 Barnesville, GA 

3/18 – 20 Kershaw  AKRA 

4/22 & 23 Circleville, OH 

5/21 & 22             Sandy Hook, MD 

5/21 & 22  MKC MIS AKRA 

5/27 & 28 Springfield, IL 

6/4 & 5  Blackhawk CES 

6/16 – 18 New Castle, IN 

6/17 – 19*  Mid-OH Enduro 

7/7 – 9  Brodhead, WI 

7/9 & 10  Grattan CES 

7/28 – 30 Avon, NY (Tier II) 

7/28 – 30 Camden, OH 

8/6 & 7  Blackhawk CES 

8/12 – 14 Adkins, OH 

Mid-Aug*            Bowling GreenAKRA/DKC 

9/10 & 11 Gingerman    CES  

9/16 & 17             Orville, PA 

9/23 & 24 Delmar, IA 

9/24 & 25 MKC/MIS AKRA 

10/13 – 15            Bakersfield, CA (Tier II) 

11/5 & 6 Atwater, CA (Tier II) 
* Tentative dates 

VKA Events in BOLD            TENTATIVE Vintage Enduro Events in ITALICS 

NEW 

http://www.archives.vkakarting.com/
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JAN BOARD MEETING - SHORT SUMMARY 
  

The new VKA President, Bill McCornack called the meeting to order.  VKA 

consulted with the WKA lawyer who advised VKA take a “hard line approach” 

on reckless behavior.  VKA should request promoters to include VKA as 

“additional insured” on their liability coverage.  VKA will also increase its 

coverage.  Board Members were encouraged to obtain an umbrella policy.  

There are 328 total Members and an inventory of 57 patches.  A Promoter’s 

Package was sent to Bushnell.  Maintenance of the VKA website was discussed.  

Interest in a VKA Event in Las Vegas was discussed.  Show Certificates were 

being prepared for Bushnell, Riverside and Barnesville.  Four VKA Banners 

were being purchased for new venues.  New t-shirts for 2016 were approved.  

Dec. balance is $15,370.23.  Jan. balance is $14,722.05         Rolf 
 

BUSHNELL RESULTS BY ROLF HILL & GARY WLODARSKY 

 

For our first time at Bushnell, we had an amazing 43 entrants.  What a fantastic 

new track!  Weather was cool in the morning, but warmed-up nicely in the 

afternoon.  EVERYONE loved the new venue and the people.  Two Heats were 

run on Saturday, and the kart show and one Heat on Sunday.  They hosted a 

scrumptious buffet on Saturday.  We finished early on Sunday, which allowed 

many long-distance participants to get on the road.  (The Bennetts brought their 

trailer with about 20 karts.  Craig was sure there would be 40 for next year.)   

BUSHNELL DEMONSTRATION EVENT RESULTS 
Class 1st 2nd 3rd 

Junior Kory Bennett * * * * * * * * 

Mac 49 Dean Scarbrough Roy Fenwick Jeff Brown 

Sportsman Rear Pearl Gamble * * * * * * * * 

Rear 6.1               Rolf Hill Lyndsey Winegardner Shawn Engle 

Rear 8.2                      Marc Nagel Trevor Lotz * * * * 

Over-60 Jerry Nagel Gary Wlodarsky * * * * 

Yamaha  Troy Brown Rich Shoemaker Kirk Jobe 

S/W 6.1 Troy Brown Craig Bennett Kirt Bennett 

S/W 8.2 Dick Charest * * * * * * * * 

80-85 S/W Sean Collins Larry Sampson Scott Nagel 

S/W 100cc Foreign Craig Bennett Larry Sampson * * * * 

S/W 135cc Foreign Don Southerland * * * * * * * * 

KT-100 Bill Winegardner George May * * * * 

Dual Rear Jerry Nagel Marc Nagel Kirt Bennett 

Dual S/W Jerry Nagel Scott Nagel Kirk Jobe 

Sportsman S/W Scott Klingler Don Renton Brooke Bennett 
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BUSHNELL KART SHOW RESULTS BY GARY WLODARDKY 

 

BUSHNELL SHOW RESULTS  
REAR 

Restored  ’68 Rupp; 91b1; Scott Truax (Canada) 

Modified Bug Sprint; Dual 91s; Tony Severino 

Past Champion ’64 Fox; 91m/c; Rolf Hill 

SIDEWINDER 

Unrestored Phoenix; KT-100; George May 

Restored Expert; Atlas II; Larry Sampson 

Modified ’80 Emmick; K88; Scott Nagel 

Past Champion ’80 Expert; Dual 101s; Bill Shelly 

Peoples’ Choice ’61 Lancer; MC-6; Shawn Engle  (Canada) 
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Photos courtesy of Leah Bennett 



VKA FIRSTURN©                                       -7-                                    Feb/Mar 2016  

MMXVI No.2 

 

RIVERSIDE RESULTS BY LOUIE FIGONE 

 

[Great turnout.  Great organizations.  Great event.] 

 

Riverside weather was fantastic, high 60's on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

mid 70's, very light wind.  Lunch on Thursday was by Jim Donovan.  The Friday 

lunch and dinner was provided by the Adams family.  We had great raffle prizes.   

The 50/50 drawing had three winners, $200, $100, $75.  In addition to that, 

$1,000 was donated to the VKA from the Randy Holt Trust fund.   

• 79 drivers signed up 

• 70 karts in the demonstration events 

• 110 plus karts at the track 

 

RIVERSIDE 

DEMONSTRATION EVENT 

RESULTS 
Class 1st 

Historic Single Tony Garbarino 

Historic Dual Leon Rippy 

KT100 Phil Rockwell 

Junior Ralph Dorr 

Rear 6.1 Greg Gouveia 

Rear 8.2 George Friend 

SW 6.1 Darnell Woodward 

SW 8.2 Richard Mahaffay 

80-85  Jon Woods 

Dual Rear Graeme Barwick 

Dual SW Richard Swantek 

Mac 49 Tony LaRocca 

Over-60 Tom Wilms 

 
 

This is vintage karting! 

 

 JOIN THE FUN   
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RIVERSIDE KART SHOW RESULTS BY GARY WLODARDKY 

 

RIVERSIDE SHOW RESULTS 
REAR 

Unrestored ’60 Blue Streak; WB580; Jack Murray 

Restored  ’61 Evans; MC-10; Leon Rippy 

Modified ’63 Nike; WB610; Ted Johnson 

Past Champion ’61 McCulloch R1;  Mc-10; Jeff Van Arsdale 

SIDEWINDER 

Unrestored ’73 Bug Bucket; WB820; Tim Hinson 

Restored ’80 Yamaha RC100; KT100; Scott Wigginton 

Modified ’78 Yamaha RC100; KT100; Dave Cabico 

Past Champion ’78 Bug Black Widow; Komet K99; Rich Swantek 

SPECIAL AWARDS 

Best Mini Bike ’79 Taco; Briggs 3hp; Jon Woods 

Best Enduro ’71 Rupp Mean Machine; Dual K99s; Terry MacDonald 

Peoples’ Choice ’61 Caretta Sprint; MC-10; Tony Garbarino 
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BILL PEACOCK 

 

 
 

 

 

2016 VKA T-SHIRT 

 

The 2016 VKA t-shirt debuted 

at Riverside.  Sales were 

fantastic.  This year it features 

the VKA logo on the front right 

as well as a convenient pocket 

(for your reading glasses) on the 

front left.  Pictured to the right 

is the graphic on the back.  If 

you want yours, they will be 

available at future events for 

$20.  If you can’t wait, they are 

available by mail from Bill Bloodworth (BillBloodworth@gmail.com) or Bill 

McCornack (bill.mccornack@comcast.net) for $20 plus postage.   

 

This is vintage karting! 
 

 JOIN THE FUN   
  

WHO IS THIS BILL PEACOCK GUY ANYWAY? 

 

Bill started Karting in 1962 with a home-built 

dead axle Kart with a West Bend 750.  After 

racing Sprints with considerable success, he 

turned to Enduros.  In that arena he won 42 

Enduro races and three class championships in 

the hotly contended SCK (Southern California 

Karters) series.  

 

He stopped Karting in 1989 after a serious crash 

at Willow Springs.  He is also the former 

publisher of the Karting magazine Kart-Tech.  

(See his Member Memory on p.13) 

mailto:BillBloodworth@gmail.com
mailto:bill.mccornack@comcast.net
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ANNUAL INDEX BY ROLF HILL  

 
We have listed an ANNUAL INDEX of VKA FirsTurns© in previous issues (April 

2015, February 2014 and April 2013).  If you are looking for a copy of a 

previous technical article, Member Memory, Team Picture, Famous/Not 

Forgotten track, or other article of interest, check out the previous ANNUAL 

INDICES.  The ANNUAL INDEX for 2015 is shown below.   

 

If you want any back copies, limited quantities of previous editions of VKA 

Publications are available in hardcopy and as a pdf.  (VKA reserves the right to 

disallow requests.)   

 

Hardcopy of old issues are available, while supplies last: $2.00 for newsletter 

and $3.00 for magazine.  Electronic copies of issues more than one year old are 

available at no charge to Members (limit two per person per year).  Scanned/pdf 

pages are available at $1.00 per scanned/pdf page for non-Members.  Email 

KartNumber4@yahoo.com to determine availability.   

 

Send a check or money order made payable to VKA to:  Bill Bloodworth, 4621 

Wooded Acres Dr., Arlington, TX, 76016.  Include the month(s) and pages you 

want and your mailing address.  For pdf or scanned copies, include your email 

address.    

2015 ANNUAL INDEX OF VKA FIRSTURN©  
Jan 2015 National Event Schedule Aug New Castle Results 

 2015 Guidelines & Regional Coordinators  Brodhead Resuts 

Feb Fun Day SC MotorSports Park  VKA Honorees at New Castle 

 Famous/Not Forgotten: Batavia  Enduro Status – Part I 

 WB 580 Mods (Karting World)  VKA Centenarian 

 Tier I & II  Famous/Not Forgotten: Avon 

Mar Jacksonville Playday + Riverside RESULTS  Jesolo, Italy 

 Enduro Dates  Evolution of Karting to 4-cycles 

 Famous/Not Forgotten: Adkins Sep Avon Results 

Apr Better Mousetrap/5th Wheel “clutch”  Quincy Results 

 Famous/Not Forgotten: Cape Vessey  Enduro Status – Part II 

 Old Timers  Oct Camden Results 

 2014 ANNUAL INDEX  Science of Karting 

 Snell Helmet Safety Rating  Famous/Not Forgotten: Mid-Ohio 

May Barnesville Results  Lubing Your Chain 

 Enduro Update  Quincy: “Final Act” 

 Famous/Not Forgotten: Goodwood  In Memory Of … 

Jun Circleville Results Nov 2016 Schedule 

 Famous/Not Forgotten: Quincy  Delmar & Bakersfield Results + Atwater 

 In Case of Emergency (I.C.E.) Dec 2016 Guidelines, Board/Volunteers/Schedule 

 Clamp-Free Axles  Rules of the Road – Driver Etiquette 

 Modifying MACs (Modern Karting)  Margay Gearbox Repair 

Jul Springfield Results  Famous/Not Forgotten: Picton 

 Evolution of Karting  FOX MAK-Kart Restoration 

 Land of Lincoln  ‘Twas the Month Before Bushnell …” 

 I.C.E. Part II   

 

mailto:KartNumber4@yahoo.com
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INSIDE THE AIRHEART BRAKE  

 

 

  

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Scan of Karting World, March 1964 provided by Louie Figone.) 
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MEMBER MEMORY: VANTECH RE-BIRTH BY BILL PEACOCK 
 

Sometime around 1961-62, in, Visalia, CA, I met a guy named Bill VanTichelt 

at a tire shop that sold McCulloch Karts. Our friendship grew and the first thing 

I knew, I was working evenings at his shop called VanTech Engineering.  Bill is 

a Mechanical Engineer with an abiding curiosity about how to make things work 

better.  That curiosity led to the legendary VanTech sloper manifold.  He then 

turned his focus on making a lighter and better handling Kart.  Sure enough, he 

came up with a design that was light for the times and fairly simple to build.  

More importantly, it worked.   

 

Over the follow-

ing years I raced 

several of his 

Karts, but I didn’t 

keep any of them.  

However, as vin-

tage Karting 

grew, I decided I 

wanted a Van-

Tech.  Finding 

one proved to be 

impossible.  The 

only alternative 

was to build one.   

 

If I could find Mr. VanTichelt, he might be able to provide my long-time 

welder/fabricator friend Mike Jewett enough information to build one for me.  A 

little detective work found Bill’s son who led us to his dad retired in Arizona.  

Re-establishing that old friendship proved doubly rewarding.  First of all, it was 

great to reopen the friendship and second, Bill (from memory) provided us with 

lots of information about the karts.   

 

Armed with Bill’s information and some old pictures from VanTech magazine 

ads, Mikey went to work.  When it was finished, I mounted my Ebay sourced 

Mc-8 along with a very rare dual-carb VanTech sloper manifold and an ever 

more rare VanTech muffler.   

 

Doing the time warp again has proved to be richly rewarding.  Many thanks to 

Bill VanTichelt and Mike Jewett for their patience and help.   
Bill Peacock 
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TRIVIA BY BILL McCORNACK  (ANS. ON P. 17) 

 
From 1962 to 1971, there was one national organization, the International 

Karting Federation (IKF).   This is when winning a championship meant 

something.   The Northeast region hosted only one Grand National in that time 

period.    In what city and state was it held?   

 

Answer on p. 17. 

 

IN MEMORY OF ….  FROM BILL McCORNACK   

 
John Strauser passed in January at the age of 81.  He worked as a Federal 

Aviation Air Traffic Controller for 60 years.  John's interests and activities 

include commercial airplane pilot, Indianapolis 500 Official IMS Photographer, 

past national president of International Kart Federation and an avid 

woodworker.  He was a member of The American Auto Racing Writers and 

Broadcasters Association.  He will be missed.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Strauser  

Former IKF President  
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MCCULLOCH IN THE MOVIES 
(Reprint from Karting World, 1965) 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  The movie, In Harms Way, was a classic John Wayne war 

movie.  If you have the opportunity to see it (again?), take note of the sea 

battle scene with this in mind.  Shawn Engle provided these pages, eh. 
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1956 - 2016 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go karting began in 1956 when Art Ingels (below) built the first go kart that still 

is recognizable in the modern go karts of today.  Although there have been many 

improvements over the years, vintage karting still brings the same fun and 

excitement it did 60 years ago!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIVIA ANSWER BY BILL McCORNACK (FROM P. 14) 
 

Answer to Trivia question on p. 14:  Batavia, NY 
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2015 RESOURCES FOR VINTAGE KARTERS 
 

Bud, Kirt, or Craig Bennett - RM Motorsports  

Remanufactured S/W karts similar to Invader.  Fabricating, restoration. 

Tel: 248-344-1515  rmmotorsports.com      

 

Jeff Brown – Full Engine Service; Modifying & Rebuilding foreign, WBs and Macs 

since 1967; Honing, Inertia Dyno Testing   jeffbrownvintagekarting.com 

Tel: 248-613-5839                          Email: invaderjb@gmail.com 

 

John Copeland - Fox Valley Kart - - VKA required 3rd Bearing supports for 

sidewinders.  Also motor mounts and other machined accessories. 

Tel: 765-742-0935   Email: John@foxvalleykart.com 

 

Jim Donovan - Max-Torque Ltd. – Clutches for most engines 

Tel: 630-369-9600                         www.MaxTorque.com 

 

Richie Engel – Clutch & Brake Shoe Relining, McCulloch Engine Repair 

Tel: 705-445-5766               Email: rtengel55@hotmail.com 

 

Greg Gouveia – New Fuel Tanks: Chilton, Azusa & Palmini       

Shop Tel: 805-541-4310  Cell Tele: 805-305-2074 

Web Site: GregsSpeedShop.com  Email: GregsSpeedShop@att.net  

 

Charles Groeteke - Vintage frame repair & parts, stripping and re-plating 

Tel: 636-942-9988               Email: slkcharlie@sbcglobal.net 

 

Nils Gustafson - Reproduction vintage tires 

Tel: 541-471-7212                     www.VintageSpeedTires.com 

 

Ken Head – KRH Engineering – Restore/sale of Sprint/Enduro Vintage Karts. 

Tel.: 714-612-4102  Fax: 714-528-8873      Email: 1HeadRacing@gmail.com  

 

Tim Hinson – Dealer for Azusa, RVL Tuned Exhaust, USMP West Bend; 510, 580, 

700 NOS & used parts; restoration/rebuild of karts and WB & PP.  

Tel: 661-253-9000,  CatKart@gmail.com; www.CatKartRacing.com 

 

Terry Ives - MAC engine repair, pistons, rings & gaskets. Azusa and Hortsman 

Tel: 916-201-7707               Email: tii@surewest.net 

 

Gordon Juhasz - Vintage Karting Specialty    

Quality Kart Restorations.    Buy - Sell- Trade.    Ph:  765-969-7756 
 

Howard Kapland – DXL N.O.S. High temp, semi-metallic friction discs 

Nippondenso – W34EN – Alky racing plugs for most foreign & Yamaha 

Tel: 773-965-9755                Email: HowardKaplan@comcast.net 
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http://rmmotorsports.com/
http://jeffbrownvintagekarting.com/
mailto:invaderjb@gmail.com
mailto:John@foxvalleykart.com
http://www.maxtorque.com/
mailto:rtengel55@hotmail.com
mailto:GregsSpeedShop@att.net
mailto:slkcharlie@sbcglobal.net
http://www.vintagespeedtires.com/
mailto:1HeadRacing@gmail.com
mailto:CatKart@gmail.com
http://www.catkartracing.com/
mailto:tii@surewest.net
mailto:HowardKaplan@comcast.net
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Bill McCornack – MAC Engine building, pipes, Tillotson carbs, Rev Grip Springs, 
L&T oil clutches for MAC and Yami; Tel: 630-400-2645  Email:  bill.mccornack@comcast.net 

 

Jack Murray – Collector of Early and Mid 60's Karts, Engines, and Rare NOS 

Parts. NOS GEM Pyramid Reed Cages,  NOS Margay Dual Engine Gear Boxes and 

Parts, New Tourek Type Ball Joints.  Tel: 619-501-5066 

   

Jim Perry - CKT Racing Engines, Inc.- - Full-time, full-service Kart shop; 

Frame/Axle straightening; In-house Dyno – Red Line Oil; Gas; Alky. 

Tel: 630-513-5857   Email: CKTracing@sbcglobal.net  

 

Al Postiglione - Reproduction "Vintage Kart and Engine Stickers."  Please email 

inquiries about current offerings/availability to: Email: apost@optonline.net 

 

Bill Rowan - R&I Metals-  , 1876 S. Taylor Ave., Ontario, CA 91761 

Fox Satellite Seat  shells and foam;  

Tel: 951-897-4951       www.RImetal.com    Email:  Bill@RImetal.com  

 

Robert Stanton - Robron Incorporated - Dart chassis, parts and repair 

Tel: 800-624-7383 Email: robroninc@bellsouth.net 

 

Will Rogers - Rogeo Enterprises –, recast Hands Wheels, Hovey Hawk kart frames, 

welding, parts casting.   Tel: 530-878-7594               Email:  rogeo2@sbcglobal.net  

  

Ed Sahagian - Line boring, blueprinting, head surfacing, helicoiling & prototyping      

Tel: 912-330-9120 

 

Lake Speed – B Bomb Engines – Parts –Buy & Sell – Service & Repair 

TRIC-LOC Kart Clutch Oil    Tel: 704-938-4912  Email: LakeSpeed83@gmail.com 

 

Dick Teal – Reproduction Fox pedals - floor pans - throttle arms – etc. 

Tel: 920-485-2844                 Email: teal@charter.net 

 

Brian & Dotty Thomas – Custom Kart Covers & Power Products base gaskets  

Tel:763-784-9095   Email:wrenchhead944@hotmail.com     

www.blackdogvintageracing.com 

 

Thomas Thorin - Simplex decals, brake linings & 5 inch cast wheels 

Tel: 818-708-7232   Email: tthorin@socal.rr.com 

 

Samantha Weakley (Price) - Early 70’s Margay Cheetah reproduction seats 

Tel: 618-792-8438               Email: SpeedyChic@aol.com    
 

Scott Wigginton - ASW R&D Machining, 3535 Victor St., Santa Clara, CA 95054; 

4” & 5” Go Power rims; front and rear.  Tel: 408-748-6949  Email: aswInc@aol.com  

mailto:bill.mccornack@comcast.net
mailto:CKTracing@sbcglobal.net
mailto:apost@optonline.net
http://www.rimetal.com/
mailto:Bill@RImetal.com
mailto:robroninc@bellsouth.net
mailto:rogeo2@sbcglobal.net
mailto:LakeSpeed83@gmail.com
mailto:teal@charter.net
tel:763-784-9095
mailto:wrenchhead944@hotmail.com
http://www.blackdogvintageracing.com/
mailto:tthorin@socal.rr.com
mailto:SpeedyChic@aol.com
mailto:aswInc@aol.com
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OTHER UPCOMING VINTAGE EVENTS 

9/3-4  TBO  Fremont, OH 

9/3-4  Rock Island Grand Prix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
The information provided in this or any issue of the Vintage Karting Association (VKA) FIRSTURN

© is 
provided as a service to the reader.  VKA does not endorse any opinions, view-points, or support any 

technical findings, procedures, recommendations, or suggestions.  It is the responsibility of the reader to 

decide whether to act on any findings, procedures, recommendations, or suggestions contained in this or any 
issue of VKA FIRSTURN

©, and the reader assumes full responsibility for the outcome they produce.  VKA 

does not endorse any of the Resources listed in this or any issue of VKA FIRSTURN
©.  It is incumbent on the 

reader to determine which, if any, of the Resources listed in this or any issue of VKA FIRSTURN
© are 

qualified to provide the product or service they offer.  Use of products or services offered by any of the 

Resources is done at the reader’s own risk.    

 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER: Full Mmbr = $35  Assoc. Mmbr = $10  Foreign Mmbr = $45 

New VKA Memberships are issued for a 12 month period.  Only Full Members receive  

VKA FIRSTURN©.  Applications are on the VKA website (www.VKAkarting.com) or 

from Bill Bloodworth (BillBloodworth@gmail.com).  Completed forms should be sent 

to:  Bill Bloodworth, 4621 Wooded Acres Dr., Arlington, TX 76016. 

http://www.archives.vkakarting.com/
mailto:BillBloodworth@gmail.com

