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In this issue:   

 Jacksonville Winter Warm-Up Results 

 “Stock Appearing” Alcohol Mac Carbs 

 The Man Who Started It All 

 1959 Kart Engines        . . . . AND MORE! 

  

 www.VKAkarting.com 

MMXII – No.2    VKA Logo Courtesy of Tom Medley 
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2013 VKA TOUR EVENTS & TBO 
 

1/24 – 26       Jacksonville, FL 

1/31 – 2/1-2   Riverside, CA 

3/14 – 16       Barnesville, GA 

4/27 – 28       Whiteland, IN 

5/9 – 11         Camden, OH 

5/24 – 25       Springfield, IL 

6/13 – 15       New Castle, IN 

7/11-13          Brodhead, WI  

7/26 – 28       Avon, NY 

8/9 – 10        Circleville, OH 

8/31 – 9/1     Fremont, OH (TBO) 

9/6 – 8           Quincy, IL/MO 

Oct TBD       Atwater, CA  

9/26 – 29      Alton, VA (VIR Sprint & 

                      Enduro) 

9/27 – 28       Delmar, IA  

10/11 – 13     Cuddebackville, NY 

 

TBD = To be determined                   TBO = The [R.E.A.R.] Big One 

VIR = Va. International Raceway           
 

Please check the official schedule posted on the VKA web site for any last 

minute corrections (www.VKAkarting.com).   

 

KARTING TRIVIA QUESTION BY BILL MCCORNACK 

 

 

 

 

 

Question: In what year was the first G.K.A.C. National held ? 

Answer on p. 5. 

http://www.archives.vkakarting.com/
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

 

FIRSTURN
©
 is the new name of the VKA Magazine.  Let me know what you 

think of it at KartNumber4@Yahoo.com or on the VKA Forum. 

 

I just got back from Jacksonville Winter Warm-Up; just in time for this issue of 

FIRSTURN
©
 to include results before going to press.  Also, given the new 

Stock Appearing Class, we do have an article in this issue that may help you in 

that class (see p. 9). 

 

Last month, the January FIRSTURN
©
 was combined with 

the VKA Event Schedule.  That saved VKA on the order 

of $500.  Nearly 600 people get the Event Schedule (which 

includes about 300 VKA Members).  It is one of VKA’s 

ways of promoting events.  But you, as a member, can 

help promote the organization by telling your racing 

buddies about the interesting technical and personal 

articles in each issue. They won’t get FIRSTURN
©
 unless 

they are a member. 

 

As you get your Membership Renewal Notice, you might 

see the VKA Application has a new area on it.  You can now indicate your skills 

or interests you could offer to VKA to make us a better organization.  There is a 

mountain of experience out there.  Put it to work for VKA.               Rolf Hill - #4  

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Nice article [in the December 2012 VKA Magazine] on Earl Larson. The person 

who wrote it, James Holmes, was the PR person for Max-Torque.  He wrote 

many of the new product announcements for Max-Torque and when I bought the 

company in 1989, he owned 10% of Max-Torque.  He use to tell me he had 

100’s of pictures and 8mm movies of the early days of karting and he was going 

to give them to me.  He never did, and when vintage karting came along, I 

contacted him to ask him to look into it once again and give me that old stuff, 

but he died before he got around to it.  He had moved down to the Virginia 

Beach area and was a reseller of “JUNK”.  He would buy overstock and 

obsolete stuff and had a huge warehouse.  Someone sent me a clipping of his 

obituary and sale of his warehouse.  I couldn’t believe the pictures of all the 

stuff he had collected. Jim Donovan, Sr., President, Max-Torque, Ltd.   

[The Editor reserves the right to print only complementary letters.  ] 

mailto:KartNumber4@Yahoo.com
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DECEMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING - SHORT SUMMARY 

  

The Board voted on the 2013 VKA Board.   

   
Pres.:  Jeff Campbell VP: Carl Billington  Secretary: Louie Figone 

 
 

 

Treasurer: Bob Lapke  Membership: Jim Thompson  Judging: Jack Murray 

   

Safety: Dean Kossaras  Safety: Ernie Shores  PR: Lake Speed  

 

The Board Member position of Editor was 

replaced by The Publications Committee 

Chairman, Rolf Hill, and Technical Support, Dick 

Teal.   

 

The Executive Director Board Member is open, so 

if you are interested in coordinating the Regional 

Event Coordinators, contact a Board Member.   

 
Past Pres.: Carl Weakley 
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In December, eighty Membership checks were received and pending deposit.  

Member Numbers will no longer be put on Membership cards.  Additional 

classifications of memberships (lifetime and custom) were discussed.  

Combining the January Newsletter and the 2013 Event Schedule was approved.  

Membership Applications will be included in those mailings to non-members.  

Promoters’ Packages will include additional emphasis on “flags” and “tech 

inspections.”  The December 2012 VKA Magazine was posted on the website.  

The Guidelines Committee presented its recommendation for 2013 Classes.  

(Stock Appearing was defined, as well as minor recommendations to Historic 

and Over-60.)  The Board Meeting closed with “thank you’s” to Bill McCornack 

and Dick Teal for their contributions to the VKA.   

 

The balance as of 12/31/12 was $10,710.77.   

 

 

 

  

Trivia Answer:  1959   (From page 2.) 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 

 

New VKA Memberships are now issued for a 12 month period.  Current 

members should receive a reminder along with your copy of FIRSTURN
© 

two months before your membership expires.   

 

Annual dues are: Full Membership = $30;  Associate Membership = $10; 

Foreign = $40. 

  

Checks should be made payable to: “Vintage Karting Association” and 

mailed to: Mary Jo McCornack, 7N057 Weybridge Drive, Campton 

Hills, IL 60175.   

 

OK, no one’s perfect.  In the January issue of FIRSTURN
©
, my reference to 

the Membership info was NOT on p.8, but could be found on p.10.  

Brodhead was spelled wrong; how was I to know there’s no “a” in 

“Broad?”  Oh, but there is one in “head.”  Silly me.  Most important, the 

contact info for the track should have been included: N2236 Mt. Hope 

Road, Brodhead, WI 53520; (608) 897-2898                Rolf 
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JACKSONVILLE WINTER WARM-UP RACE RESULTS 
BY ROLF HILL & ED SAHAGIAN 

 

Sunny and warm was the theme again for this season’s opener, The Winter 

Warm-Up, in Jacksonville, FL.  With snow, ice and cold weather plaguing the 

north … 70’s, dry and sunny was a welcome relief.  Ed Sahagian introduced 

VIR sponsors from Airheart Brakes who were invited to see what VKA is all 

about.  A total of 54 entries were divided among 13 classes.  Mac-49, Dual Rear 

and Over-60 took the honors with the most entries … tied at six entries each.  

There were no Black Flags and more importantly, no Red Flags.  Two Heats, 

the Kart Show and a fried chicken dinner were all fit into the first day of racing.  

The Third Heat, 50/50 drawing, door prizes and trophy awards were all on the 

second day of racing and everyone got an early jump on the bad weather that 

awaited almost everyone.  Here are the winners of the 13 classes: 

 

        1
ST

   2
ND

                3
RD

  

 

Mac 49:       Jimmy Gay      Pam LeMay       Nip Swenson 

Junior:  Sean Kavanagh      Trevor Armstrong    Kathryn Kavanagh 

Rear 6.1: Jim Merritt      Terry Armstrong  - - - - - - 

Rear 8.2: Pearl Gamble      Bill Winegardner Marc Nagel 

Dual Rear: Lewis Cooper, Jr.     Gary Wlodarsky   Jerry Nagel 

Historic: Ernie Shores      Jerry Nagel  Mark D’Elia 

Sportsman 8.2: Lyle Caswell      Pearl Gamble  Debra Oakley 

80-85 S/W: Hal Orndorff      Sean Collins  Marc Collins 

S/W Amer. 8.2: Dick Charest      Marc Nagel   - - - - - - 

S/W Foreign 6.1:Austin Mack      Stan Davis  Marc Font 

S/W Foreign 8.2:Jimmy Gay      David Waddell Vince Kavanagh  

Dual S/W: Hal Orndorff      Rodney Fish  Lewis Cooper, Jr. 

Over-60: Mike Birdsell      Gary Wlodarsky Dean Scarbrough 

 

JACKSONVILLE WINTER WARM-UP SHOW RESULTS 
 

Rear Unrestored- ’63 Lancer w/ Power Producss AH- 58s; Pam Nagel  

Rear Restored- ’60 Rupp Dart Super K w/ A490 Clinton; Chris Marchand 

Rear Modified- ’61 Bug Concession w/ Mac I-76 saw; Mark D’Elia  

Sidewinder Restored- ’77 Margay ExPert w/ Mc-90; Gary Wlordarsky 

Sidewinder Modified- ’76 Margay Panther X w/ Mc-91; Kathryn Kavanagh 

 

People’s Choice- ’61 Fox Go Boy w/dual Power Product AN58s; Ernie Shores 

(See cover and www.VKAkarting.com for pictures of all winners.) 

  

http://www.archives.vkakarting.com/
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THE MAN WHO STARTED IT ALL 
Excellent article from the March 1959 Rod & Custom submitted by Dick Teal. 
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 “STOCK APPEARING” MAC CARBS ON ALCOHOL 

BY BILL MCCORNACK 

 
The ever-growing "Stock Appearing" class is now an official VKA event class 

(see last month’s FIRSTURN
©

).  It all started with Paul Booth, the Springfield, 

Illinois promoter, about six years ago when he ran this class at his event.  As of 

last season, there were three VKA events in the Midwest that had great success 

with this class – Springfield, Illinois; Quincy, Illinois; and Delmar, Iowa.   

 

The VKA Guidelines state that you should use the carb supplied from 

McCulloch Corp. at that time [2-stack only (no double pumper carbs)].  The 

most desirable 100 cc engine models for this class are: 91 (1967), 91A, 91B, 

91B1, 92, 91 m/c and the 93 (1977).  This tech article explains how to modify 

your BDC14/BDC16 gas carb models to run 100% alcohol fuels.   

 

Basically, what we're 

doing is turning the 93 

carb into a 101B 

model, but we're using 

the correct two, 93 

pumper plates.  (If 

you already have a 

101 BDC 24 carb 

body, you can just 

install the two 93 

pumper plates and 

you're done!)  Back 

in the early 1970s, 

McCulloch boasted in an advertisement that their new 101AA model had an 

alcohol-ready carb.  This article turns your BDC 14/ BDC 16 carb into that 101 

carb without the double pumper plates.   

 

Let's start by explaining what all the parts labeled A through I are (see Fig. 2).  

A) GEM Product's alky needle/seat;  B) High Speed Product's alky needle/seat;  

C) Nylon alky inlet needle;  D) McCulloch's brass, alky inlet needle; E)  

McCulloch’s gas inlet needle;  F)  Circuit plate;  G) High adjustment needle for 

gas;  H) High adjustment needle for alcohol;  I) High speed dump tubes - .125 

hole McCulloch 101B carb, .100 hole (this is what I use for best results), .062 

hole  (this is what comes in a stock 93 carb).   

Figure 1 
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To modify the circuit plate (F), drill out the "high speed fuel hole" (shown 

above) to #39 drill (.100”), then file the underside of the plate smooth.  To 

install (A) the new, larger GEM's 5/16” O.D. seat, use a 5/16” drill.  To install 

(B) High Speed's 9/32” O.D. seat, use a 9/32” drill.  Both seats are installed to a 

depth so the brass, large alcohol seat (J) sticks up .040 above the aluminum 

surface. You may use Locktite
®
 "Red" 

as a sealer for a tight, sealed fit (see Fig. 

3). 

 

When installing  the high speed dump 

tubes (I into K), you can just drill out 

the 1/16” hole through the center to #39 

drill (.100”) or install a newly made 

tube with a .100” hole through it.  When 

drilling the side of the dump tube to take 

the larger diameter high adjustment needle (H), you can do a couple of different 

things.  If you used the existing tube by drilling it out to the .100” diameter, just 

drill into the high adjustment needle hole (through the dump tube wall) with a 

#32 (.116”) drill.  If you installed a newly made dump tube, you must spot drill 

#30 (.128”) to center it, before drilling 

through the dump tube wall with a #32 

(.116”) drill.   

 

Pulse Holes.  Fig. 4 shows there are 

two Pulse Holes.  The fuel pumper 

pulse hole is OK.  The metering 

diaphragm pulse hole needs to be drilled 

out to a #55 drill (.052”).  This is the 

area where the duckbill valve operates.   

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 
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At the bottom of the duckbill 

hole (Fig.5) is another hole that 

goes through to the throttle 

bore.  This hole is a pulse 

bleed-off hole that should be no 

larger than .030” in diameter.  

The carbs that have a little 

brass plug with a hole in it are 

fine.  If there is just a hole 

drilled into the aluminum body, 

it is probably .055” diameter.  

That's too big!  You'll need to 

reduce the size by carefully 

punching it down to about 

.030” diameter.   

 

 

 

Fulcrum Arm Assembly 

(Fig.6).  The height of this arm 

controls fuel flow and how 

long the inlet needle is open, 

allowing fuel into this area.  

The height should never be 

higher than just under the top 

surface.   

 

Fulcrum Arm Spring (Fig.6).  

A light tension spring will 

allow more fuel.  A heavier 

tension spring will lean down the carb.  This area is where rough adjustments of 

fuel are made.  A higher fulcrum arm will allow more fuel this area.   

 

The high adjustment needle is for fine adjustments. The range of your high 

adjustment needle should be 1/2 - 1 1/4 turns out.  For alcohol, I recommend 

running the low adjustment needle shut because it just contributes to loading up 

your engine.    

 

 

Figure 5 

Figure 6 
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Figure 7 (Items N, O, W, X and Y) show these components in new condition.  

If they're not in good condition, your carb won't perform.   

 

 

 

Figure 8 shows the surfaces flat sanded for proper sealing.   

 

 

If you can't find some of 

the parts shown in this 

article, you can contact 

Terry Ives, Ed Sahagian 

(Fedco), or me.   

 

You can find our contact 

information in the 

Resource Area (p. 18).   

 

Bill McCornack 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 7 

Figure 8 

The Staff of FIRSTURN
©
 would like to make a special request for Members’ 

input, to share the wealth of their expertise with all readers.  We would love 

to include your Technical Article or a Member’s History ... a short story 

about a Member’s karting life or karting experience.  You can write it 

yourself, or we can help you.  Find me at the track or email me at: 

KartNumber4@yahoo.com.                                   Rolf 

mailto:KartNumber4@yahoo.com
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GO KART ENGINES NOVEMBER 1959 ROD & CUSTOM 
The evolution of kart engines was fast & furious in the 50’s. 
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RESOURCES FOR VINTAGE KARTERS 
 

Bill McCornack – McCulloch Engine building, Big Volume Pipes, Tillotson 

Carbs, Rev Grip Springs, Electronic Ignition Modules  

Tele: 630-400-2645 Email; bill.mccornack@comcast.net 

 

Terry Ives - McCulloch engine repair, pistons, rings & gaskets. Azusa and 

Hortsman 

Tele; 916-201-7707 Email; tii@surewest.net 

 

Ed Sahagian - Line boring, blueprinting, head surfacing, helicoiling & 

prototyping 

Tele; 912-330-9120 

 

David Nance - Clinton NOS engine parts. 

Tele; 256-881-3254 Email; gnome1967@netzero.com 

 

Greg Gouveia - Reproduction Chilton, Palmini & Azusa tanks 

Tele; 805-541-4310 

 

Thomas Thorin - Simplex decals, brake linings & 5 inch cast wheels 

Tele; 818-708-7232 Email; tthorin@socal.rr.com 

 

Carl Weakley - Early 70’s Margay Cheetah reproduction seats 

Tele; 618-656-3900 Email; clwcpa@aol.com 

 

Charles Groeteke - Vintage frame repair & parts, chrome stripping and re-

plating 

Tele; 636-942-9988 Email; slkcharlie@sbcglobal.net 

 

K&P Manufacturing - Bug chassis - parts “GEM-Style Pipes”, Blendzall 

Dist., Bridgestone Vintage Slicks, N.O.S. Parts & “Burco Clutch Nuts”  

Tele; 626-334-0334 www.kpmfg.com 

 

Robron Incorporated - Dart chassis, parts and repair 

Tele; 800-624-7383 Email; robroninc@bellsouth.net 

  

GL Doemelt Incorporated - King Kart chassis and parts 

Tele; 217-268-4243 Email; gldoemelt@yahoo.com 

 

Nils Gustafson - Reproduction vintage tires 

Tele; 541-471-7212 www.vintagespeedtires.com 

mailto:bill.mccornack@comcast.net
mailto:tii@surewest.net
mailto:gnome1967@netzero.com
mailto:tthorin@socal.rr.com
mailto:clwcpa@aol.com
mailto:slkcharlie@sbcglobal.net
http://www.kpmfg.com/
mailto:robroninc@bellsouth.net
mailto:gldoemelt@yahoo.com
http://www.vintagespeedtires.com/
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Brian & Dotty Thomas – Custom Kart Covers & Power Products base 

gaskets   www.blackdogvintageracing.com 

Tele; 763-784-9095 Email; wrenchhead944@hotmail.com 
 

Jim Donavan - Max-Torque Ltd. – Clutches for most engines 

Tele; 630-369-9600 www.maxtorque.com 
 

Lake Speed – B Bomb Engines – Parts –Buy & Sell – Service & Repair 

Tele; 704-938-4912 Email; lcspeed@aol.com 

 

Dick Teal – Reproduction Fox pedals - floor pans - throttle arms - etc 

Tele; 920-485-2844 Email; teal@charter.net 

 

Howard Kapland – DXL N.O.S. High temp, semi metallic friction discs 

Nippondenso – W34EN – Alky racing plugs for most foreign & Yamaha 

Tele; 773-965-9755 Email, howardkaplan@comcast.net 

 

Jeff Brown – Engine rebuilding & modifications for all types since 1967 

BM 130 parts available – rotary valves for B Bombs & BM 130’s 

Tele; 248-613-5839 after 5pm EST Email, invaderjb@gmail.com 

 

Jack Murray – Collector of Early and Mid 60's Karts, Engines, and Rare 

NOS Parts. NOS GEM Pyramid Reed Cages,  NOS Margay Dual Engine 

Gear Boxes and Parts, New Tourek Type Ball Joints, Tele; 619-501-5066, 

 

Richie Engel – Relining of Clutch & Brake Shoes, McCulloch Engine 

Repair 

Tele; 705-445-5766 Email, rtengel55@hotmail.com 

 

VKA resources advertising is reserved for members only and limited to 

three lines 

 

 

 

  

  
 

  

THE VKA EVENT CALENDAR …. LAST CALL ….  This 8½” x 11”, 

Full Color wall calendar contains all the 2013 VKA events, as well as 

other important dates so you can schedule your birthdays,  

weddings, appointments, anniversaries, , etc. around your vintage 

karting activities.  $15 … PRE-ORDERS DELIVERED TO B’VILLE $10 

 

Send an email to: KartNumber4@Yahoo.com and I will send you my 

mailing address.  Once I receive your check or money order, I’ll mail the 

calendar or bring it to Barnesville.      All profits go to VKA.           Rolf 

http://www.blackdogvintageracing.com/
mailto:wrenchhead944@hotmail.com
http://www.maxtorque.com/
mailto:lcspeed@aol.com
mailto:teal@charter.net
mailto:howardkaplan@comcast.net
mailto:invaderjb@gmail.com
mailto:rtengel55@hotmail.com
mailto:KartNumber4@Yahoo.com


- 20 - 
 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


