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EDITORôS COMMENTS  
 

The 2014 Season has started!  Weôve got a full schedule.  You may have noticed 

in your 2014 VKA Wall Calendar (if you got one) or in the summary of the 

Special Meeting (below) that there have been a couple of changes in the VKA 

Board.  Carl Billington  resigned as Vice President and Ernie Shores was 

elected as the new Vice President.  Carl was awarded the title of Director 

Emeritus and will continue to participate in the operation of VKA.  For those of 

you who donôt know Carl, he is one of the founders of VKA and has the VKA 

Membership #1.  His story is on the VKA website (www.VKAkarting.com) 

under the ABOUT tab.  Check it out.  Thanks to Carl, and we look forward to 

working with him to make VKA even better.    

 

Members should keep in mind that this is a volunteer organization.  If you have 

an opinion (and who doesnôt?) and want to help run VKA, the place to start is to 

volunteer to help with one of the Committees.  There is pretty much a 

Committee to address all the issue VKA faces.  Probably most near and dear to 

everyone is the Class Structure; also Events (the number and locations).  But if 

you just want to help with the administration, membership, fund raising, 

website, VKA  FIRSTURN
©
, judging, or even the menu for the FREE food (just 

kidding, Jim) let a Board Member know.  Their contact info is listed on the VKA 

website.  [Speaking of fund raising, the $15, 2014 VKA Wall Calendar will 

bring in about $400 to VKA.  If you want one, email me.  ALSO, if you have 

any ideas for other fund raising efforts (beyond the 50/50) let me know é Iôll 

pass it on é KartNumber4@yaho.com.]   

 

Several people who recently have submitted Membership Applications have 

indicated their interest in a variety of support positions.  (I was particularly glad 

to see some ñphotographersò out there.  I will be sending their information to the 

VKA Regional Coordinatiors and Promoters.  Thank you.          Rolf Hill - #4 

 

DECEMBER BOD &  SPECIAL  MEETING - SHORT SUMMARY  
  

A balanced budget proposal for 2014 was discussed.  No advertising expenses 

were included, so choices will have to be made in 2014 on how to spend any 

advertising money.  There are 326 members.  The VKA Application form needs 

to be updated on the web [it was].  Atwater was added to the web.  Many other 

updates still need to be done.  The full, updated VKA Guidance will be re-sent 

to the Board and needs to be approved before publishing on the website [it was].  

The new Yamaha class was discussed.  Changes may be addressed by each 

promoter and should be addressed on their Event Flyer.  Judging for the two first 

events is ready.  Increased funding for printing and postage for the January 

National Event Schedule/VKA  FIRSTURN
©
 which also will be sent to nearly 300 

non-VKA members was approved.  Lynn Haddock was voted-in as a ñLife-Time 

http://www.archives.vkakarting.com/
mailto:KartNumber4@yaho.com
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Member.ò  A committee was established to suggest options for honoring Carl 

Weakley with the donation his family made in his name.   

 

The balance as of 11/30/13 is $11,932.71.   

 

A Special Meeting was held 12/22 to address Carl Billingtonôs request to 

resign as VKA V.P.  Carl expressed a continued interest in being involved in the 

VKA and was voted as Director Emeritus  (much like Carl Wealkey held the 

position as Past President).  As a result of that vote and Ernie Shoresô earlier 

submission of an application for the position, Ernie was elected Vice President 

of the VKA.  Additionally, Rick Chapman was made a voting Board Member 

and a VKA Member located in Nevada will act as our Corporate Resident 

Agent, saving VKA the fee weôve been paying.   

 

KARTING TRIVIA QUESTION BY ROLF HILL  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

JACKSONVILLE SUMMARY  BY DICK TEAL  
 

Ann and I drove up to Jacksonville on Wednesday the 22
nd

 of January to take 

part in the VKA event.  It takes about five hours to get there from North Fort 

Myers and the weather got much colder the farther we went north.  (Saturday the 

Question:  Can you identify these VKA venue Start/Finish Lines?  

Answer on p. 11. 
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25th was my birthday so it didnôt take too much to convince Ann that going was 

a good idea.) 

 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings started out in the high 30ôs or low 40ôs 

and by noon the sun was out and the temperature was about 50 degrees, but it 

felt warmer.  I would compare the weather to Fall weather in the North.  This 

was the coolest of the three VKA events weôve had here.  The turnout was 

affected by the snow and cold up 

north.  Many called to say they 

couldnôt come.  Rolf had to stay 

home and clear the nearly 9ò of 

snow from his property and the 

Fenwickôs stayed home to keep the 

farm running, etc.  There were about 

60 karts at the event and I counted 

37 entries for all of the 

demonstration races.  Not too bad 

for one of the hardest winters weôve 

been through for a long while.                 (At least Rolf packed BEFORE the snow hit!) 
 

The racing was fun and at some times very competitive. The Bennettôs came 

with their fast stuff and put on a show for everyone watching or racing against 

them.  The Clinton guys had a good outing and put on a slow show.  Itôs really 

fun watching how this class has come along.  The guys are having fun trying to 

make them run fast and they battle for the last ounce of power.  Ball and needle 

bearings with porting and alcohol add minimum horse power, but they can run 

faster, longer, all day and have fun doing it.  Bragging rights are huge in this 

competition.   

 

The kart show was well attended and the karts were very nice.  Ernie Shores 

won the Peoplesô Choice award for his 

unusual Fox Kart with a Go-Kart front 

end.  It was built right after Fox got 

the Go-Kart name in 1962.  I donôt 

know what company Fox built them 

for.  We had all classes represented 

with some neat stuff.   

 

Max-Torque Jim was the cook as usual 

and fed all of us on Thursday and 

Friday. The restaurants around Jacksonville are great.  This is the third year that 

we went downtown to The Landing in the center of town.  Ann had great sea 

food and I had a very good chicken pot pie.  It was too cool to sit outside, but 

the view from the American Grill of the large beautiful river and city is 
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priceless. My birthday party was at a steak house on Friday night with many 

friends to share stories with.   

 

Iôm thinking that I need to bring the trailer one more time next year.  Its 1,500 

miles from Horicon to N. Fort Myers and then 600 plus miles back to 

Jacksonville and then back down to our winter home.  The good part is that I 

also get to run at Barnesville on the way home to Wisconsin in March. 

 

Hope to see all of you this summer.      Dick Teal 

 

 

JACKSONVILLE RACE RESULTS 

 
Class 1

st
 2

nd
 3

rd
  

Historic  

Participants         5 

Mark DôElia; John McCorvey; Scott Kneisel; Chris 

Marchand; Terry Sullivan  

Junior                  1 Autumn Nagel - - - - - - - - - - 

Sportsman Rear 1 Jerry Nagel - - - - - - - - - - 

Rear 6.1               2 Mark DôElia Pearl Gamble - - - - - 

Rear 8.2               3 Jerry Nagel Scott Nagel Marc Nagel 

Dual Rear            3 Scott Nagel Marc Nagel Jim Merritt  

S/W Amer. 6.1    3 Mike Birdsell  Craig Bennett Kirt Bennett  

S/W Amer. 8.2    1 Marc Nagel - - - - - - - - - - 

S/W For.   100    2 Marc Collins Brad Beard - - - - - 

S/W For.   135    3 Bud Bennett Rick Gilmore Don Southerland 

Dual S/W            2 Kirt Bennett  Craig Bennett - - - - - 

80-85 S/W           2 Tony Pardo Sean Collins - - - - - 

Sr. Over-60         1 Gary Wlordarsky  - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN  THE  FUN  

The Staff of FIRSTURN
©
 would like to make a special request for Membersô 

input, to share the wealth of their expertise with all readers.  We would love 

to include your Technical Article, Restoration Project write-up, or a 

Memberôs Memory ... a short story about a Memberôs karting life or karting 

experience, and donôt forget Team Photos.  You can write it yourself, or we 

can help you.  Find me at the track or email me at: 

KartNumber4@yahoo.com.           Rolf - #4 

mailto:KartNumber4@yahoo.com
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JACK SONVILLE SHOW RESULTS 

 
Rear Unrestored 1963 Lancer; WB 820; Jerry Nagel 

Rear Restored 1963 Lancer Sprint; MC-70; Chris Marchand 

Rear Modified 1966 Hamilton ñRacer;ò Clinton A-490; John McCorvey 

Rear Past Winner  1961 Bug Concession; MC I-76 (saw); Mark DôElia 

S/W Unrestored 1971 Bug; MC-91; Autumn Nagel 

S/W Restored 1980 Emmick; LMR 100cc; Tony Pardo 

S/W Modified 1985 Margay Xpert III; Parilla TT25; Marc Collins 

S/W Past Winner 1977 Margay Panther X; WB-820; Debra Oakley 

Peoplesô Choice 1962½ Fox; MC-9; Ernie Shores 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HOT LAPS REMINDER  

 

Hot Laps is a FREE service of the Vintage Karting Association (VKA) to 

the vintage karting community.  You do not have to be a VKA Member 

to receive Hot Laps.  Hot Laps will contain ñtime sensitiveò vintage 

karting information and will be sent to your email address.   

 

If you are not active on the VKA Forum, you can ñsign-upò for Hot Laps 

by going to www.VKAkarting.com  and signing up.  If you are active on 

the VKA Forum and do not want to receive Hot Laps, you can also 

ñunsubscribeò from Hot Laps.  

 

The first time you receive Hot Laps from VKA, it might go to your 

SPAM, BULK, or JUNK Folder.  You should look there first, and if it is 

in one of these folders, click on ñthis is not SPAM,ò or go to your 

ñsettingsò and add VKA as an authorized sender. 

http://www.archives.vkakarting.com/
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ANNUAL INDEX OF VKA  FIRSTURN
©
 BY ROLF HILL  

 

Last year, in the April issue of the VKA  FIRSTURN
©
 we published the Annual 

Index of publication for 2010 ï 2012.  This year we are publishing an update.  

 

If you want any back copies, limited quantities of previous editions of VKA  

Publications are available in hardcopy only.  If there is a previous issue you 

would like to order, please indicate whether or not you are a current member and 

which month and year of the publication you would like.  Send a check or 

money order (in the amount of $6.00 per document for members; $7.50 for non-

members; $7.50 Foreign addresses), made payable to VKA .  Send email to: 

KartNumber4@Yahoo.com and include the month(s) you want and your mailing 

address.  (VKA reserves the right to limit the sale of any VKA  publications.)         Rolf 

 

ANNUAL INDEX OF VKA  FIRSTURN
©

 

2013 TOPIC 2013 TOPIC 

Jan National Event Schedule Aug  Brodhead Results 

  2013 Class Guidelines   Mid Ohio ENDURO Results 

 Regional Coordinators   Jay Bruninga Rebuild 

 Feb Jacksonville Results  5ƛŎƪ ¢ŜŀƭΩǎ CƻȄ aǳǎŜǳƳ 

  Stock Appearing  Carb Rebuild   vǳƛƴŎȅΩǎ Dǳǎ ¢ǊŀŜŘŜǊ 

  The Man Who Started It All   (Another) Dick Charest Rebuild 

  1959 Kart Engines (Rod/Custom Reprint)  Sep Circleville Results 

Mar Riverside Results  Bahamas Speed Week  

  Electronic Ignition   Roebling Rd ENDURO Results 

  Member Memory: Louie Figone   Team Photo: Retriever Racing 

 Compression Ratio Calculation   Free-Air MAC  

 Apr Barnesville Results   Kart Show Suggestion 

  Member Memory: Gary Albertson  tǊƻƳƻǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ - - WALK 

  Airheart Brake Rebuild   Hot Laps 

  ANNUAL INDEX  Oct Quincy Results 

  Fox Seat Restoration   Delmar Results 

May Whiteland Race Results   MKC ENDURO Results & Pictures 

  Indoor Karting  *** CENTERFOLD *** 

 Member Memory: Dick Charest   Bahamas Speed Week UPDATE 

  Third Bearing Safety   Member Memory: Gary Albertson 

 Jun Camden Results  Team Photo: Fox Valley 

  Springfield Results Nov  Cuddebackville Results 

 Rock Island Grand Prix  Mbr Mem: Paul Booth by Frank Weir 

  Getting Your Kid Into Karting   MAC Ignition Timing Analysis 

 Enduro Events Dec 2014 Events 

 Member Memory: Dick Charest #2  2014 Class Guideline Changes 

 Third Bearing Picturs  Member Memory: Gary Albertson 

Jul New Castle Results  Member Memory: Lou Smiley 

 Dragin Skin® Spring Changer  Unique Fox Enduro 

 Vintage Karting Hall of Fame  MAC Clutch 101 

 Member Memory: Rick Chapman  Clutch Tips 

 Theft Protection  2014 VKA Board of Directors/Volunteers 

 

 

mailto:KartNumber4@Yahoo.com


- 9 - 
VKA FIRSTURN

©
                                                                           February 2014 

JACKSONVILLE PICTURES 
 

 

 

 

JACKSONVILLE ICICLES  KARTCICLES 

Photos by Dick Teal 

JOEL,  Itôs nice in Florida! 

Where are you? 
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Yawn? 
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TRIVIA ANSWER  (FROM P. 4) 

 
Trivia Answer: (From p. 4) 

            Quincy                                Brodhead                          Camden 

 

SAFETY TIPS &  HELPFUL HINTS 
PIT BEHAVIOR  

 

         The pit area is inherently dangerous, follow the tracks safety rules.  

 

            A. Some tracks allow driving in the pits while some don't. If driving is 

allowed the slowest speed possible should be maintained from the track to your 

pit spot. Many people walk the pit lane and are looking at karts and not paying 

any attention to karts driving by. Some of us cannot walk and talk at the same 

time or walk and look at the same time. 

            B. Maintain your pit spot in an organized manner and have a fire 

extinguisher available at all times.           Ernie Shores 

 

HELMETS  

 

         The Snell rating is important.  Old helmets are not as safe as new helmets.  

The compression safety factor on each helmet deteriorates after time, and any 

time a helmet is ñusedò (any impact; not just worn), the compression safety 

factor is reduced.  (Even dropping your helmet could do it.)   

 

Helmets should be checked for a current Snell rating.  Most organizations will 

accept helmets with a 2005 Snell Rating (and later) for the coming 2014  season, 

but if you have a helmet with a 2005 Snell Rating, you should be thinking about 

getting a new helmet, because next season it may not be legal (or safe). 

 

Hereôs what you need to know about Snell Ratings: 

SA = Sports Application 

M = Motercycle (slightly less protection than SA rated helmets) 

K = Kart  (same standard as SA except fire retardant interior is not required)  

 

Snell Ratings come out every five years.   

 


